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design

The light-filled,
lovely Aurora

There are many fabulous features you can include in
a new home and this design showcases many of them.
Enter Oakford Homes' impressive Aurora

ith aspirations to be an architect
when I grew up, as I teen [ was
always drawing up houseplans in my
Tech Drawing class. Now, if [ was
designing and building my second or third
home, and budget wasn’t an issue, I'd have
alengthy list of inclusions.

At the top of it would be a big block with a
great view. I'd want a large, character-filled
kitchen and lots of windows for good light.

A butler’s pantry and a long laundry would be
nice, and an extra wide hallway so I could feel like
I was making a grand entrance every time I came
home. And a wine room would be appreciated.

My daughter, on the other hand, would like a
lounge outside her bedroom, or a home theatre, so
she could watch movies — and she has always
wanted to live in a two-storey home, so that would
be on the list, too. My partner, on the other hand,
would be happy with an extra large shower
and a double garage.

Satisfying all the family needs
can be a puzzle to manage, but
there are some designs that may
Jjust fit the bill. Oakford Homes’
Aurora could be one of them.

The Aurora is a new, large,
two-storey design that has
recently open for display at
Oakford’s land development at
Hallett Cove Heights. Positioned
on the coastal hillside looking
towards Sheidow Park, the five-
bedroom, three-bathroom Aurora is an
imposing home with a contemporary frontage and
sleek tiled portico.

When we visited one Saturday afternoon, we
embraced being able to wander around at a slow,
leisurely pace. There’s a lot to see in this home and
straight off, it was the floorboards that captured
my attention.

These Terra Mater engineered floating
floorboards make a stunning first impression, for
both the colour and the sound they make when
walked on. They feel like an authentic, modern
take on traditional timber boards.

Like me, Oakford Homes’ housing consultant
Eileen Williams says one of her favourite features
of the Aurora is this wide entrance hall and the
way it leads you to the open, light-filled family
area and the outdoor alfresco beyond.

“The design has a lovely central hallway
leading past the home theatre, on the right,
opening up to the large family area at the rear of
the home,” she says.

Before you arrive at this very generous open-
plan zone with its industrial modern aesthetic,
there are a couple of spaces I should mention first.

To the right, the home theatre is a very cosy
and comfortable space in leather and timber
furnishings, and snug with thick, plush carpet and
heavy curtains for good acoustics.

In contrast, on the other side of the hall is a
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very bright front bedroom, with a modern
bathroom which has two-way access, from the
bedroom and the hall adjacent the laundry and
linen store.

This bedroom initially confused me, as [
thought it a bit odd for a master bedroom to have
an ensuite that is open to everyone.

My confusion was alleviated a few minutes
later, when I headed up the carpet-clad stairs to
the upper level and found another four bedrooms,
including the master, then realised the lower
level’s is actually a guestroom with the home’s
third bathroom — which now makes perfect
sense.

The actual master suite, as you may imagine in
alarge home, offers a generous space behind its
double-door entry, has a large three-sided walk-in
wardrobe and an ensuite. This ensuite confirms
the trend of ensuites taking over from main
bathrooms, in terms of size and appointment.
This one is massive, in fact, it's at least
the same size as one of the minor
bedrooms. The layout is elegant
with a large shower (my partner
was pleased to find this) and a

central vanity, and a
freestanding bath for added
luxury.

“People tend to be moving
towards larger master suites, asa
means of a self-contained area
where parents have their own private

space to escape to,” Eileen says.

“The stresses of a busy family life can be
whisked away with a relaxing bath in a wide, open
bathroom.”

There’s also a main bathroom and another
toilet on this level for the rest of the family, and
everyone can share the rumpus lounge, which
offers an inviting zone to relax in upstairs.

Back downstairs there’s another hidden gem in
this design before you get to the open-plan zone.

A glass door next to the stairs showcases what
could be a fabulous wine storeroom to slowly age
your best wines in. Painted black and with low
lighting, you could easily temperature-control the
space, and let it act as a focal point for guests to be
impressed by. Its position also has no direct light
into the area, which is a good thing when storing
your favourite drops.

Finally, we come to the rear-facing L-shape
open-plan living complete with a corner alfresco
which you can access from the dining area and the
lounge.

Both areas are spacious, with high windows
and full length glazing on three sides of the dining,
and provision to add a wall-mounted fireplace in
the family lounge.

In between the two, the Aurora’s kitchen is a
highlight of this home, and the display shows an
enticing arrangement of contemporary industrial
finishes, such as the Orion 5 pendant light.

The design has a lovely
central hallway
leading past the home
theatre, on the right,
opening up to the large
family area at the rear of
the home
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The island bench’s bespoke timber joinery with
shelf detail adds a high-end feel, the double bank
of upper cupboards adds valuable storage and
frames the window splashback and, of course,
there’s abutler’s pantry.

It, too, has a window splashback, there’s a
second double sink, dishwasher provision and
three sides of pantry shelving. There is also a short
but wide door, which if you push it correctly,
opens up to the underside of the stairs, and a host
of further storage space.

Juliette, from Oakford’s selections team, says
she wanted to create a modern industrial aesthetic
for the kitchen with the timber-look laminate to
create a stylish finish to the usual island bench.

“The use of Formica’s Graphite laminate,
20mm Essastone’s Monte Cervino benchtop and
Formica’s Metro Wood timber-look laminate is
ideal for this style and complements the timber
laminate flooring,” she says.

“The contrasting stepped overhead cupboards
also create visual interest and allows the lower
cupboards to house everyday items, while the
higher ones can be used to store less used items.”

I love the look of stepped cupboards, as it’s a
clever streamlined way to incorporate extra
storage, and it's an idea that could work in any size
kitchen.

While I think this home would be ideal on a
larger, traditional size block, to allow for a decent
backyard and maybe a pool to complement this
332.64sqm home, Eileen says the Aurora will fit on
a courtyard-sized block subject to council
approvals, with a compact 15m width.

“One of the key selling points of the Aurora, is
its flexibility, as the plan can fit on a smaller
block,” she says.

“Not many homes feature a fifth bedroom
which can be used as a guest suite for that
extended family and/or visitors.”
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Tile style

The exterior tile on the portico adds a glamorous high-end look.
These are Exile Charcoal textured tiles from Beaumnont Tiles,
beaumont-tiles.com.au

Authentic feel

The authentic hardwood-look flooring is an engineered laminate,
Terra Mater in colour Lamskin FM1407, supplied by McLeay & Sons.

Island contrast

On the island bench you'll see 20mm Essastone in Monte Cervino,
with a pencil edge. On the back bench is a Warm White finish. The
kitchen was made by Aldon Cabinetmakers.

Black and white

We love this contrasting look and in this kitchen, Warm White is
used on the floor cupboards and first level of overhead cupboards,
with Graphite to the second level of overhead cupboards. Metro
Wood features onisland.

Industrial glam

The pendant light over island bench is the Orion 5 light pendant in
black with smoke glass, from Beacon Lighting.

Plush underfoot

The super soft carpet is Dream Shadows in colour silver, supplied by
McLeay & Sons.

Elegant glazing

The home's front windows are a completely modern style, which we

love, and these are Boutique Armadale awning windows in Anodic
Grey, by A&L Windows.
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Homeview

Off the plan

Builder Oakford Homes

Design Aurora

Price From $385,969 (as displayed); base price from
$330,000

Location On display at the corner of Brooklyn Drive and
Blake St, Hallett Cove

Open Sat | Sun | Wed, Ipm-4pm

Contact Eileen Williams 0414 835 429,
oakfordhomes.com.au

Details

332,64 sqm total size | 268.07 sqm living areas | 11.92m width
21.37m depth | 5 bedrooms | 3 bathrooms | 3 living rooms
double garage/carport | 2.70m ceilings (lower) /2.55m ceilings
(upper)

Featl

Well planned: We love the great storage and the double-
door linen cupboard adjacent the laundry, which is both
practical and placed in an ideal position.

Thoughtful details: Carpeting the stairs is a good idea to
reduce noise, and the wine store room off the hall, plus the
extra hidden storage under the stairs, are bonus features.

All the options: The Aurora display is showcased with
Oakford Homes multi-storey specifications, and a few
upgrades, to show home buyers what all the options are.

Flexible but family orientated: The Aurora would suit
large families but could also suit an extended family with guest
bedroom inlower level.




